President's Welcome
Welcome to the 24 th annual conference of the International Society for the History of the Neurosciences. On behalf of Eglė Sakalauskaitė-Juodeikienė, the chairperson of the local organizing committee, welcome to Vilnius University which is celebrating the 440 th anniversary of its founding this year. And, welcome to Lithuania which has been here for some 750 years and welcome to its capital city, Vilnius, which was first referenced in written sources in 1323.
Our Society has been made to feel welcomed by the University and Faculty of Medicine through its generous gifts of facilities and services that allow this conference to happen. I want you to especially appreciate Eglė, who as chair of the organizing committee arranged for our facilities and sponsors, organized the local arrangements, our Gala dinner, the concerts, the tours of the university and Trakai and numerous details that enable the conference. Special thanks goes to Professor D. Jatužis, Head of the Clinic of Neurology and Neurosurgery, Professors R. Mameniškienė, head of the Center of Epileptology, R. Kizlaitienė, head of the Center of Multiple Sclerosis, A. Utkus, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and R. Kondratas, director of Vilnius University museum. Finally, I want to recognize the Program Committee, our past secretary/ treasurer Sherry Ginn, our treasurer Paul Eling and our secretary Yuri Zagvazdin, all of whom helped in too many ways to innumerate.
It is a pleasure for me to represent our Society and its endeavor to chronicle the foundations of the neurosciences. 
